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Interested in becoming a member of the IECA? The doors are open! Check us
out at the May meeting.  Present us with a paid membership application at the
door and your dinner is FREE!

Participating in the IECA group health plan helps your organization grow. Why
not transfer plans today? Call DTL, Inc. at (215) 674-9400 for information now!

Sponsoring a meeting of the IECA can help your business grow! Contact Mike
Lenherr at (215) 680-0766.

Need a new truck or equipment? Consolidate bills? Join the ECAI Federal Credit
Union for low rate loans. Accounts insured to $100,000 by N.C.U.A. Call (215)
332-9286 for information. Serving the members of the IECA, their families and
associates.

Want to become more involved with the IECA? Contact our President, Everett
Slater at 610-355-1385 to find out how you can become a leader in our industry.

Check us out on Facebook! Find the IECA under “Groups” listed as
‘Independent Electrical Contractors Association of Philadelphia and Vicinity.’
Become a friend and network with contractors, suppliers and friends. Get real-
time updates on our special events. Stay in touch.

Fun in the Summer Sun! Our Social Committee chairperson has set up a way for
IECA members to receive a 29% discount on All Day Passes for the three piers
and two water parks owned by Moreys Piers in Wildwood, NJ.  A $55 all day
pass is only $39 for IECA members in good standing!  To see all of the discount-
ed prices, first call Sharon Horn-Rice at 215-673-4434.  She will issue your
password after confirming that you are a  member in good standing with the
IECA.  Then go to http://store.moreyspiers.com/AuthorizesiteClient.aspx where
you will enter the password and click on the Go Shopping button to see all of
the current discounts.  It's that simple!

As per our members’ requests, the June Affair will be rescheduled for later in
the summer. A letter will be sent out with information.

The Board of Governors wishes to express their appreciation to our most
generous contributors to the IECA Building Fund, Joseph Narcucci and Dave
Dudo. These gentlemen have shown us that they can envision the future of the
electrical industry and see how important our Apprentice Training Facility is
now and will be in the future. We look forward to many contributors joining the
ranks of these two visionaries.

This Month:
Our May general meeting will be with Sunbelt Rentals.
We will cover the basics of equipment safety with
regards to scissor lift and platform safety requirements.
There will be hands on tutorial on how to properly
harness for safety.  This should be a very interesting and
informative meeting for all.  PLEASE NOTE THE EARLIER
6:00PM START TIME to allow a little more daylight time
as we will have equipment set up in the parking lot for
the meeting.

A notice to all Electrical/Alarm Contractors
doing business in the City of Philadelphia
Please be advised that amendments have been made to
the Section 9-305 of the Philadelphia Code of
Ordinances governing burglary and robbery alarm
systems. City Council enacted Bill #0800856 on
December 4, 2008, which was signed by the Mayor on
December 8, 2008.  The new law was effective immedi-
ately.

(continued on page 2)
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Help the IECA grow into the future! Our building fund continues to grow
thanks to your efforts.  Join us and share our vision and investment into
the future of the Electrical Industry through education.  Donations are
being accepted at all General Meetings and by mail.  Your contribution
form is found on the back page of this newsletter.  Please contact Bruce
D’Agostino at 215-467-3197 for information on how you can become
involved with this project. 

May General Meeting
Location: Casino Deli

2425 Welsh Road, Philadelphia, PA 19114
(215) 676-0200 (for directions)

Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2009
(Always the 4th Tuesday of the month)

Time: 6:00 pm PLEASE NOTE EARLY START TIME

Cost: $25 Members registered by 5/22/2009
$30 Members’ Guests Registered by
5/22/2009
PA Dept. of L&I approved CEU Certificates
will be issued to all in attendance

Topic: Equipment Safety with Sunbelt Rentals

Reservations: Voice Mail:  215-698-0750
Fax:  215-638-8554
Email: Mlenherr@comcast.net
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Beginning January 1, 2009, the annual registration
fee charged for all alarm systems is $50. Charges
for years prior to 2009 remain at $35.  The new
code requires that alarm companies collect the
registration fee and remit it with the annual
application form to the city, or a fine to the alarm
company can result.  

In addition, the number of false alarms has been
reduced from three to two per registration year
and the charge for each such occurrence is now
$75, up from $25.  

It is the City’s goal to reduce false alarm activa-
tions, thereby freeing police resources to be used
to protect lives and fight crime.  Please spread the
word to all contractors in an effort to prevent false
alarms.

Tu-Wire Dimming Ballasts used with
compact fluorescent lights recalled for
shock hazard
The US Consumer Product Safety Commission, in
cooperation with Lutron Electronics Co, Inc.,
announced a voluntary recall of the ballasts.
Consumers should stop using this recalled product
immediately.  The ballasts were installed by
lighting manufactures, electrical distributors and
electrical contractors nation wide from July 1998
through May 2006 for about $120.  If you have one
of these ballasts, you may return them to Lutron for
a free replacement.  For more information, call
Lutron Electronics toll-free at 866-793-4270.

Pennsylvania Home Improvement
Consumer Protection Act
Contractors (including electrical and HVAC),
performing residential work with a value over $500
per residence must now register under the new
PENNSYLVANIA HOME IMPROVEMENT CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT (73 P.S. 517.1 – 517.9).
The deadline for registration is Wednesday, July 1,
2009.  HOW TO REGISTER?  Information, as well as
an application may be accessed through The
Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General’s web site
as follows: Type in www.attorneygeneral.gov.
Near the top, click on “search” and type in Home
Improvement Contractor License.  When the page
comes up, click on HIC Application.  This will
enable you to either print out the application or fill
it out on line.

CODE CORNER ©

Volume 9, Number 13
By: Michal Hofkin, Middle Atlantic Inspections, Inc.   

IECA, IAEI, EAP, NFPA

Greetings from the Code Corner©!  As May

brings forth the beauty of Nature’s flower

show, and we bid farewell to the wet month of

April, it is time to rejoice in the beauty of new

NEC rules!  OK, maybe rejoice is too strong a

word…

In Section 250.94 of the 2008 National Electrical

Code (NEC) there is new language that will

impact all future service installations.  For

many years, it has been a requirement for us as

the installing electricians to provide a means

by which other utilities and service providers

could ground their systems.  Whether for the

phone, cable or satellite provider, we needed

to provide a location for that service provider to

connect to the Earth. If our grounding

electrode conductor was exposed, then this

sufficed.  Alternately, we were able to simply

leave a small pigtail of 6 AWG copper for them

to connect to.  The requirement has now been

given a new name and a new set of rules.

Please join me in welcoming the “Intersystem

Bonding Termination.” (Insert applause here)

The 2008 NEC requires us to provide this item

external to enclosures.  It must have terminals

Upcoming Events
Mark Your Calendars Today

5/26/09
May General Meeting – EARLIER
MEETING TIME – 6:00 pm – Sun Belt
Scissor Lift Co. Hands on
Demonstration @ Casino Deli

6/02/2009
Board of Governors Meeting
6:00 pm – Eddington House

8/17/2009
IECA Golf Outing
Torresdale Frankford Country Club
11:00 am Lunch and Range
1:00 pm Shotgun Start
5:00 pm Dinner 
Contact Mike Lenherr for information at
MLenherr@comcast.net

(continued on page 4)
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• FAST FRIENDLY COUNTER SERVICE
• KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
• IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Ambler: 215­628­8880
Neshaminy: 215­750­1070

WHOLESALE ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

ADVANCE ALCAN ALFLEX
ANGELO ARROW­HART CRESCENT
DUAL­LITE EDWARDS HUBBELL
ILSCO INTERMATIC KICHLER
LEVITON LIGHTOLIER MAPLE CHASE
MILBANK OZ GEDNEY PHILIPS
PROGRESS    SOLA/HEVI­DUTY STONCO
SYLVANIA THOMAS & BETTS

H. BERSTEIN & CO., INC.
Power Factor Capacitors

Phase Chargers • Transformers
Buck & Boost-Power Conditioning

Special Purpose
(215) 425-8500

2314 N. 2nd Street • Philadelphia, PA 19133

H.R. BENJAMIN, Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

We service site/pole lighting!
We set wood poles!!! (we stock in our yard)

We install steel/aluminum light poles & concrete bases
42’ or 60’ insulated Bucket Trucks – 2 hour minimum

High voltage terminations/PM work
Data-Com Design/Installation

Call Rich Hoffman 215-535-5200

SECURITY

DISTRIBUTORS,

INC.

Burglar and Fire Alarm Equipment

C.C.T.V., Intercoms, Telephones

Counter Measures

(215) 638­3880

PA Branch

(800) 338­6332

FAX (215) 638­2265

Bernie Seinberg

1548 Bristol Pike, Bensalem, PA 19020

See Us First For Your
Electrical Needs!

Atlantic City–609-345-6154
Berlin–856-767-4490
Burlington–609-387-7000
Center City–215-531-5000
Downingtown–610-269-1493
Egg Harbor Twp.–609-645-9473
Flemington–908-237-9955
Haddon Hghts.–856-546-7700
Huntingdon Valley–215-938-1200
Philadelphia–215-332-9700
Tech Sales Div.–856-751-2200
Trenton–609-890-2822
Turnersville–856-401-0700
Wildwood–609-522-7736
Wilmington–302-996-9133



I.E.C.A.
P.O. Box 24699
Philadelphia, PA 19111
www.ieca1.com

ANY MEMBER WHO CHANGES THEIR ADDRESS,
PLEASE NOTIFY MIKE SILBERMAN AT 215-355-2263
OR mike@msmarketingsales.com.

Would you like to place an ad in the Open Circuit?  The cost is $500.00 per year for a standard business card size ad, payable in advance.  Larger
ads are priced based on the size and graphics.  This includes ten monthly issues.  Advertiser Exclusive – Provide 8.5 x 11 inserts delivered to our
printer (along with a $35 handling fee payable to Enform Graphics) by the first of the month to be included with every mailed newsletter.  Some
restrictions apply.  Contact Mike Silberman, Editor for details at (215) 431-8947.

structures.  But it also reinforces the need for us to use all
electrodes.  If an installer from another service decides to
install his own ground rod, we must bond it into our grounding
electrode system.  After all, it is now an electrode that is
present at the site.  An unfortunate side effect of this rule is
that an item installed by another contractor can cause you to
have a violation issued during a service inspection.
Therefore, it makes sense to do a quick check around the
building to make sure that all of the electrodes that are
present will be properly bonded together to form a complete
and compliant grounding electrode system. 
The above is not a formal interpretation of the National Electrical Code.
All references, duplicated code language, and paraphrasing is from the
National Electrical Code (NFPA-70) 2005 and/or 2008 editions.

About the author: Michal Hofkin is an Electrical Inspector and the Director of
Certification & Training for Middle Atlantic Inspections, Inc.  He is a Past President of
the Benjamin Franklin Chapter of the IAEI and is currently the Chapter Secretary.  Mr.
Hofkin has been teaching NEC and electrical courses for over 18 years and is a
seminar leader/instructor for several professional and educational organizations.
Contact him at 215-679-5883 or theowl88@aol.com.

Copyright © 2009 Michal Hofkin. All Rights Reserved.

IECA Pride
We have IECA Logo hats and Carhart Type Coats.   

For Sale:
This area is for our members, please contact the editor to
advertise items for sale.

For Hire:
Apprentices, helpers, etc. contact Greg Hofman at Orleans
Technical Institute for the latest graduates.  (215) 728-4732

for at least three connections.  The intersystem bonding
termination shall be located at any one of three locations: 1.)
The meter socket enclosure, 2.) The service equipment
enclosure, or 3.) The grounding electrode conductor.   It can
be located indoors or outdoors.

There are a number of new products on the market designed
to aid the installer in providing this connection point.  One of
them is an adjustable bar that can be attached to the meter or
panel with a setscrew.  If used, it must not interfere with the
opening of the cover.  It has three built-in terminals for
connections.

Another item is similar in appearance to a grounding bar that
one might purchase for a panelboard.  Unlike a grounding bar,
however, this item has been evaluated as suitable for use
outdoors.  It ships with a back plate, screws, anchors, and a
cover.  This makes it easy to install onto siding or onto
masonry or brick.  Once mounted, the installer runs a 6 AWG
conductor to it from the panel or as a tap to the grounding
electrode conductor.  It features 4 terminals for connections
besides the one for the 6 AWG.

A word of caution is in order.  In the 2005 NEC, the rule regard-
ing grounding electrodes was changed.  As opposed to using
all electrodes that are “available,” we now must use all
electrodes that are “present.”  This has led, for instance, to
the need to bond to the rebar in the footing on all new

IECA Building Fund Donation/Pledge Form

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________________ State_________ Zip Code _______________

Phone Number ____________________________________________________________________________

Pledge Type (Please Circle):        Service        Material        Funding        Amount _______________

Please make your check payable to IECA Building Fund and mail to IECA, P.O. Box 24699, Philadelphia, PA 19111.

(continued from page 2)


